Raising the social yield of research: challenge facing biotechnology.
The biological revolution is the latest in a series of scientific revolutions that have ushered in a new era in physics, chemistry, industry, and composite materials. The latest instruments of life - bioengineering for and by the living - challenge mankind with a number of fundamental questions, while offering an unprecedented series of opportunities. Alternative biotechnologies, biological agriculture for the environment, genomics applied to preventive medicine, genetic engineering are just a few of the benefits mankind may reap from bioengineering. Modern society demands more knowledge, and it is up to public authorities to invest in outreach programs to make public the latest scientific activities and findings. In the case of biotechnologies, it is particularly true that the product of research is not complete until its benefits are returned to society.